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Note͗ Our Membership Year goes from ϭ September - ϯϭ August each Ǉear͘ A Membership Reneǁal 
notice is also attached for Ǉour convenience͘ If paǇing bǇ EFT͕ please note member sub and Ǉour 
name͘ Thank Ǉou to all those members that have recentlǇ reneǁed their subscription͘ The SocietǇ is 
run bǇ volunteers and depends on membership fees and donations͘ Contact the SecretarǇ if Ǉou can 
support our aims bǇ contributing in anǇ ǁaǇ Ǉou are able͘  
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   JRLQ XV aW LeLgKWRQ (HaOOLda\ HRXVe) 

   114 KLQg WLOOLaP SW Ba\VZaWeU 

   $25 EQWU\ – IQcOXdeV, UefUeVKPeQWV, caQaSpV, UaffOe aQd gaPeV 

   *Get your tickets here: https://www.trybooking.com/CLYUQ 

   *Please RSVP b\ Wed 22 Nov  A family friendly event 
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On Friday ϭϲth June ϮϬϮϯ I met a local Bayswater identity WG ;BillͿ Boyd the local proprietor of King WilͲ
liam Antiques Θ Collectables at ϭϱ King William Street, Bayswater WA ϲϬϱϯ. Born on ϭϳth December ϭϵϰϳ,  
Bill has been a resident of Bayswater for Ϯϯ years. During the interview, Bill displayed a  delightful sense of 
humour-ready whit which oozed a wealth of knowledge of antiques and collectables and how the history 
of his merchandise has a story of creation behind each piece. The first thing you noticed when a person 
looking for that special antique is you will see a lot of beautiful items in Bill Boyd’s shop which contains an 
enormous collection of vintage merchandise. They are all over the premises hung everywhere I was curiͲ
ous how he finds the space to hang everything in his store. Bill Boyd seems to have everything one could 
want, from home to personal trinkets.   

William ;BillͿ BoǇd 
Circa ϭϵϲϱ 

                      

William ;BillͿ BoǇd                                    
and Mum͕ Nov ϭϭth͕  

ϭϵϳϬ 

William ;BillͿ BoǇd  
JulǇ Ϯϰth͕ ϮϬϮϯ 
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Bill moved to Western Australia from Maryborough Victoria in ϭϵϲϱ to Balingup, working with sheep teams in places 
like Esperance, Meekatharra and the Wheatbelt region. In ϭϵϳϰ Bill moved to Perth buying a house in Bassendean 
living there for ϭϮ years. In ϭϵϵϱ BillΖs residence was in Maylands and from ϮϬϬϬ lived in Bayswater working at this 
stage in the building and renovation field. I asked Bill how he came into Antiques and Collectables; he said a friend 
“lit the fire in me” and said to Bill “You should buy this” as the property had been on the market for a considerable 
amount of time. Prices are affordable, so no matter where you live from Two Rock to Mandurah it’s worth the trip to 
Bayswater, if you love history, come, and see Bill Boyd, and while you are in the area take a short walk to the 
Bayswater Historical Society located at Halliday House ϭϭϰ King William Street, Bayswater WA ϲϬϱϯ According to 
author Sara Sheridan ;ϭϵϲϴ-Ϳ as a lover of historical artifacts, there is very little I like more than spending time sorting 
through boxes of old letters, diaries, maps, trinkets, and baubles.Η  

King William Antiques͘ ϭϱ King William Street BAYSWATER Western Australia  Open ϭϬ͘ϯϬ - ϰ͘ϬϬ THURS͕ FRI͕ SAT͕  
and SUN͘ Other daǇs bǇ appointment onlǇ͘ Phone нϲϭϰϬϵϴϴϳϲϮϮ  

΀References΁ 
https͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘instagram͘comͬkingǁilliamantiquesͬ   

https͗ͬͬen͘ǁikipedia͘orgͬǁikiͬRalphͺWaldoͺEmerson  
https͗ͬͬen͘ǁikipedia͘orgͬǁikiͬSaraͺSheridan  

Come one come all and see Bill Boyd at his shop at ϭϱA William Street, Bayswater WA ϲϬϱϯ, and spend time with 
Bill and visit a piece of local Bayswater history and remember to visit the Bayswater Historical Society. Visitors to 
Bill and King William Antiques Θ Collectables will surely not leave disappointed by quoting Ralph Waldo Emerson 
(1807-1882)  “Our admiration of the antique is not admiration of the old, but of the natural.”  

A small sample of the treasures 
ǁaiting for Ǉou Inside Bill’s Shop   

 

https://www.instagram.com/kingwilliamantiques/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sara_Sheridan
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A HistorǇ of the Avon Descent 
WULWWeQ b\ MaU\ CKeQg Reference͗ https͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘avondescent͘com͘auͬϮϬϭϵͬϬϲͬϬϵͬ 

Avon Descent is a full tǁo-daǇ race in a poǁerboat͕ kaǇak͕ ski or stand-up paddle͕ as part of a single͕ double or a 
relaǇ team͘ It is one of WA’s most iconic and longest running major sporting and communitǇ events͘ 

Hoǁ did the Avon Descent begin͍ 
In ϭϵϳϮ, the Northam Tourist Committee evaluated the possibility of a powerboat and canoe race from Northam to 
Perth along the Avon River. Four men successfully completed a test run, which proved that a race was possible. They 
were John Izzard, Ron Bairstow, Rob Leslie, and Gerry Post. This catalysed the planning phase for a race that inͲ
volved powerboats and a wide range of paddling classes. The race was prepared as a two-day event with competiͲ
tors racing in a time-trialled car rally style. 

The inaugural Avon Descent race took place on Ϯϭ ʹ 22 JulǇ ϭϵϳϯ͘ There ǁere ϱϰ entries and Ϯϯ of them 
finished͕ covering ϭϯϰ km of the Avon and Sǁan Rivers͘ 

The race has a history of advocating hard work, challenging oneself and taking the plunge. In August ϮϬϬϬ, UWA 
News reported a couple of university students, who designed, built and drove a powerboat by the name 
of DaǇƚrader HQ. The powerboat was part of an engineering project with which they attempted to race through the 
Avon Descent’s infamous Extracts Weir. The Extracts Weir was originally ϯϬ feet ;ϵϭϰ.ϰcmͿ deep but because of the 
silt brought down by the river over the years, it has become shallower, making the rocks protrude through the water 
a lot more. Through the rough waters, the university racers finished second in the ϴ HP standard category and won 
the novice category as well. This was a remarkable achievement for the first-time racers. 

https://www.avondescent.com.au/2019/06/09/
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One person who has contributed a lot to the iconic event was Kim Epton. Kim was a member of the Power Dinghy 
Racing Club and was directly responsible for the creation of three major power dinghy races in WA. This led to the 
Power Dinghy Racing Club being the power craft club representative for the Avon Descent. Kim’s contribution has 
been significant in that he has worn many hats ʹ a competitor, support crew, Scrutineer, Promoter, Race CoordinaͲ
tor, Starter, Deputy Race Director and Chairman. Kim’s contributions were recognised in ϮϬϭϯ as he was awarded 
the title of a Legend of the Avon Descent. His extensive experience with the Avon Descent gave him a good underͲ
standing of the event. Nevertheless, “the changing face of the event, regulatory requirements, uncertainty of the 
rains, and evolving trends in participations means that one has to be continually engaged,” says Kim. 

What significance does the Avon Descent have in WA͍ 
The Avon Descent has been around for more than four decades, so it has been engrained in WA life for a while now. 
Kim states that the Avon Descent “has been a part of the fabric of WA life over the past ϰϱ years. It is the only 
sporting event ;Football grand finals and Cricket Test matches includedͿ to be on the front page of all six ;thenͿ WA 
newspapers (1986).” The event largely depends on a number of factors not necessarily within the control of the orͲ
ganisers, such as the amount of rainfall in the season. While the impact of the Avon Descent has faded over the past 
few years because these factors, Kim believes that it is still an event that inspires awe. 
 

The earlǇ daǇs and the event noǁ 
Kim shared a memory from back in the early days: “I recall in ϭϵϳϲ the water level was so low that the race started from 
Posselts Ford and the Day One Finish was at Walyunga. The overnight stop was at the Ellen Brook Speedway. The Race Starter 
leaned back into the big dead tree that is still at Posselts and started each of the Grids by firing a shotgun. In ϭϵϳϵ, as a result of 
low water, the section from Katrine to West Toodyay was deleted and craft were transported between these locations by their 
respective Support Crews. An administrative and logistical nightmare. The Cobbler Pool Campsite at the end of Day One became 
a mini city with many thousands of people camping there ;estimates up to ϭϬ,ϬϬϬͿ. With the advent of better cars and improved 
roads most paddlers choose to go home and then return early in the morning for the race start. However, for power boaters, th e 
overnight camp at the Avon Descent remains one of the highlights of the annual racing calendar.” The course hasn’t changed 
much over the past four decades, apart from the finish locations, so racers are still able to experience what the course was like 
back in the day. 
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CitǇ of BaǇsǁater Finish Line Festival ϮϬϮϯ͗ Celebrating the Avon Descent ϱϬth AnniversarǇ   

This Ǉear the Festival ǁas on Sunday, ϭϯ August at Riverside Gardens, Milne Street, Bayswater.  Support crews and 
hundreds of spectators  welcomed competitors over the finish line. There they listened to live commentary and 
watched the race live on the big screen. It was a sensational day of free entertainment, children’s activities, food 
and informational stalls. The Bayswater Historical Society were pleased to accept an invitation to create a prominent 
stall space to support its vision of sharing the unique history of Bayswater.  
 

Thank you to our volunteers; Lewis, Julie, Wayne, Greg, Lazar, Branka and Simon for helping to promote our 
Bayswater history and the work of the Historical Society to display Avon Descent artefacts and memorabilia coveing 
ϱϬ years since inception. Significantly this event was celebrated on the banks of the natural beauty of the Swan RivͲ
er ;Derbal YerriganͿ reminding us of its cultural and spiritual significance to the Noongar people. 

Thanks to our dedicated BHS volunteers for managing our Information Stall͕ L ʹ R͗ Laǌar       
Radanovich͕ WaǇne Sǁindells and Greg Smith͘ The stall had over ϭϬϬ curious visitors 
several of ǁhom ǁere past participants interested in result sheets dating back to ϭϵϳϯ 

Bond to BaǇsǁater Belter 

http://www.bayswater.wa.gov.au/events
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Photo -  L-R͗ MaggǇ Wade͕ John Broome͕ Glen Cookson and WaǇne Sǁindells 

BHS Committee members ǁere eǆcited to meet past Avon Descent champion particiͲ
pant͕ John Broome at our historical displaǇ stall͘ John told us he ǁas a four times ǁinͲ
ner covering a varietǇ of events during the 1ϵ70’s and 1ϵ80’s͘ John finished ϭϭth in the 
first ϭϵϳϯ Avon Descent͕ ϰth in the ϭϵϳϰ and then ϭst in several categories͘ This included 
a miǆed doubles championship ǁith Julie Hillian and ǁent on to participate in almost Ϯ 
decades of the Avon Descent͘ John said finishing times varied depending on ǁhat 
mother nature provided in terms of rain fall and the volume of ǁater floǁ͘ John told 
us that his finishing times varied from approǆimatelǇ ϴ hours to a little over ϭϯ hours͘ 
It ǁas indeed an honour and privilege to speak to ǁhat ǁe ǁould call an Avon Descent 
legend͘ Thanks for sharing Ǉour stories͕ John͘  
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Highlights from the ϮϬϮϯ BaǇsǁater Historical SocietǇ AGM 
held on Ϯϴ August͘ 

Quorum requirements were confirmed by Secretary Glen Cookson and the meeting opened at ϲ.ϭϬpm at Leighton. 
The Chairperson was able to report on another productive year of Open Day events and participation in a variety of 
community events, Historic Bayswater publications, museum and garden improvements as well as local history reͲ
search projects.  

The Museum has been open every Friday morning where volunteers engaged in a variety of practical work and reͲ
search projects. The ongoing valued contributions of volunteers and support from the Bayswater City Council were 
acknowledged. 

The Chairperson was advised by the Secretary that all Management Committee positions had been filled  as per the 
prescribed rules of our constitution.  

Agenda Item ϭ͗ Election of ϮϬϮϯͬϮϬϮϰ Management Committee 

• Chairperson ;Monica MainͿ 

• Deputy Chairperson ;Wendy GarstoneͿ 

• Secretary ;Glen CooksonͿ 

• Treasurer ;Lewis CoxͿ 

• Communications/Social Media Coordinator ;Wendy GarstoneͿ 

• Communications/Newsletter Coordinator ;Wayne SwindellsͿ 

• General Members  ;Wayne Swindells, Branka Radanovich, Lazar Radanovich, Julie Murphy, Maggy Wade, and 
Greg SmithͿ 

Motion͗ That the Nominations received be accepted.  

Moved͗ Dan Bull    Seconded͗ Barbara Swindells  Motion passed unanimouslǇ͘ 

Top Roǁ L-R͗ Dan Bull͕ Keith Clements͕ Greg Smith͕ Glen Cookson͕ Branka Radanovich͕ Laǌar Radanovich͕ 
WaǇne Sǁindells͘ Front Roǁ L-R͗ Leǁis Coǆ͕ Monica main͕ MaggǇ Wade͕ Barbara Sǁindells 



October Ϯϯ                                                                                    Issue ϱϭ                                                                                           Volume Ϯϯ 

 ϭϭ 

 

BAYSWATER HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC͘ 

AGM FINANCIAL REPORT 

ϭ JULY ϮϬϮϮ ʹ 30 JUNE ϮϬϮϯ 
TREASURER REPORT 

For the fiscal year ended ϯϬth of June ϮϬϮϯ, BHS has had an operating result of н ΨϮ,ϴϳϴ.ϬϬ, compared to a loss in 
ϮϬϮϮ of Ψϭ,ϭϱϮ.ϵϱ. This is made up of Ψϱ,Ϯϯϱ.ϬϬ ΀ϮϬϮϮ- Ψϲ,ϱϮϯ.ϬϬ΁ income and ΨϮ,ϴϳϴ.ϬϬ ΀ϮϬϮϮ - Ψϳ,ϲϳϱ.ϵϱ΁ in 
expenditure. For the fiscal year ending ϯϬth of June ϮϬϮϮ, there was an operating loss of Ψϭ,ϲϲϵ.ϲϵ. 

It is important to recognise the ongoing presence of COVID-ϭϵ and the necessary Health Department recommenͲ
dations in connection with social distancing, wearing masks, and quality airflow in confined spaces. The work of 
the Society in terms of fellowship, networking, promotion, social interaction, meetings, and events has developed 
considerably. On ϱth May ϮϬϮϯ, the World Health Organisation ΀WHO΁ officially declared the pandemic over 
stating it is no longer classified as a worldwide threat. According to the press release, ‘ the head of the UN World 
Health Organisation declared “with great hope” an end to COVID-ϭϵ as a public health emergency, stressing it 
does not mean that the disease is no longer the global threat’. 

Also of note is that donations accounted for ϳϳй of revenue and membership Ϯϭй. The Society has identified the 
importance of fundraising and is exploring the possibility of special events to generate revenue especially to cover 
City of Bayswater lease fixed costs such as Public Liability Insurance ΀Ψϭ,Ϭϴϱ.ϬϬ΁, which is essentially covered by 
revenue from membership ΀Ψϭ,ϭϳϵ.ϬϬ΁. As of ϯϬth of June ϮϬϮϮ, the Society had cash reserves of Ψϱ,ϱϳϱ.ϰϵ in the 
transaction account, and Ψϱ,ϬϲϮ.ϵϴ in the term deposit.  

The Society as discussed and will explore future opportunities for additional fundraising.  Contributions and sugͲ
gestions are welcome from members and others, that support the preservation, protection and promotion of our 
Bayswater history and heritage. 
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The BaǇsǁater Historical SocietǇ Inc͘ ǁas formed in ϭϵϵϭ͘ It is a non-profit organiǌation ǁhich aims to 
preserve the historǇ of BaǇsǁater district͖ protect the records and objects relating to the area͖ promote 
public interest in and support for the preservation of historic records͕ buildings͕ and sites͘ Leighton 
;HallidaǇͿ House is BaǇsǁater’s historic home and is used as the SocietǇ’s base and museum͘  

Hi����ical Ba���a�e� i� �he ��cie��’� �e��le��e� a�d �elc�me� c����ib��i��� ��ch a� ����ie� a�d 
�h���g�a�h� �ela�i�g �� �he hi����� �f Ba���a�e� �� be i�cl�ded i� f����e i���e�Ǥ Plea�e f���a�d 
all e���i�ie� add�e��ed �� �he Sec�e�a��Ǥ  

Leighton ;HallidaǇͿ House 
ϭϭϰ King William Street BaǇsǁater 
 

Email͗ adminΛbayswaterhistoricalsociety.org.au 
Postal Address͗ GPO Box ϳϲ Bayswater WA ϲϵϯϯ 
Web͗ https://bayswaterhistricalsociety.org.au 
Facebook and InƐƚagƌamΛbaǇƐǁaƚeƌhiƐƚoƌicalƐocieƚǇ 

Leighton ;HallidaǇͿ House 

https://bayswaterhistricalsociety.org.au

